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By MARY aicGRORY | become 

Special Post Correspondent 

Washington, Jan. 3 — Some 
time in the next few days, the 
Kennedys are expected to make 
a public gesture of reconcilia- 
tion toward the Johnsons in an 
effort to draw olf the poison so 
freely flowing in the contro- 
versy over William Manchester's 
account of the assassination. 

An antidote is needed, the 
Kennedys realize, to put an end 
to the bitter misunderstanding 
about the chronicle that will be- 
gin to appear serially in Look 
magazine next week. 


Unless they say or do some- 
thing of a placating nature pub- 
licly, the Kennedys know the 
world will go on thinking that 
Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy and 
Sen. Robert Kennedy have never 
forgiven President Johnson for 
supposed indignities inflicted 
during the first terrible hours 
after the tragedy in Dallas. 

The Rumor Version 

Publication of the first install- 
ment, which, like the others, 
according to one reader, contains 
nothing derogatory to President 
Johnson, will do little to quiet 
the storm, since it will be as- 
sumed that the most lacerating 
references were deleted as a 
result of Mrs. Kennedy’s suit 
against the author and his ma- 
gazine and book publishers. 

Although spokesmen for Mrs. 
Kennedy insisted that she ap- 
pealed to the courts only to 
protect the personal privacy 
guaranteed under an agreement 
of control drawn up with the 
author, the personal and po- 
litical aspects of the book have 
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Thanks mainly to the 
ventions from various sources 
unable to bear the deprivation 
of b e i n g excluded from the 
furor, President Johnson came 
to be represented as the villain 
or the piece — appearing as an 
insensitive opportunist greedily 
reaching for the prerogatives of 
nower during the agony of the 
Kennedy family and staff. This 
impression spread despite the 
fact that Mrs. Kennedy wrote 
several notes thanking the Pres- 
ident for his consideration and 
solicitude during the change- 
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But during 
has had the unfortunate effect 
of diminishing everyone directly 
concerned, the rumor took root 
that Mrs. Kennedy was fighting 
not just to keep out highly per- 
sonal material but indiscreet 
comments about the Johnsons 
which might have grave conse- 
quences for the political future 
of her brother-in-law. 

The President has maintained 
exemplary reserve during the 
acrimonious proceedings. Mat- 
ters reached the abysmally ab- 
surd when it was soberly re- 
ported that he had affronted 
Mrs. Kennedy by calling her 
"honey” on Air Force One dur- 
ing the ghastly return flight to 
Washington. 

Now that the legal dispute, at 
least, is on the way to settlement | 
•t, it has become ap- 
parent that the real victim of 
the hapless account might be 
not President Johnson but Sen. 
Kennedy. 

A Democratic colleague in the 
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Washington, Jan. 3 (AP) — 
President Johnson was back 
at the White House today af- 
ter a 17-day visit to ids Texas 
ranch. 

His first announced appoint- 
ment of the day was a lunch- 
eon conference witli Secretary 
or State Rusk and Defense 
Secretary McNamara. 

Senate, who had not read the 
book but has heard all the ru- 
mors, put it this way: 
trftg'C <1 I “This could really hurt Bobby. 

! <?■ w iS £ S Wi th this book, which was com- 
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so hard on Johnson, people will 
think he has reverted to type 
and is getting even with the 
President.” 

The notion of the book as a 
political weapon was echoed by 
an unnamed friend of the Presi- 
dent, who is quoted in the cur- 
rent issue of U. S. News and 
World Report as saying it was 
“part of a calculated and con- 
trived emotional buildup— not 
for the sake of paying honest 
respect and showing genuine 
grief for John F. Kennedy-— but 
to enhance the image of the 
Kennedy family and the Ken- 
nedy name.” 

It woum oe nard ’to say which , 
family — the Kennedys or the j 
Johnsons — is unhappier over 
the book. The President, under- 
going severe trials over the war, 
least of all needs aspersions 
cast on his deportment during a 
national catastrophe. Sen. Ken- 
edy, embroiled in a murky ex- 
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long sustain any public suspi- 
cion that he fomented a book 
reported to be so devastating io 
the President. 

The idea of the book was born 
at a time when nobody could 
have foreseen that Robert Ken- 
nedy, crushed by grief, a lame- 
duck Attorney General, would 
rise to be elected Senator from 
New York and outdistance the 
President in popularity. 

But that is the situation now 
and, in the envenomed present, 
the burden of proof of then- 
contention that they wanted 
only “to protect President Ken- 
nedy and tiie truth” is on the 
Kennedys. They must make 
amends to President Johnson 
and are said to be considering 
the best means. 
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